SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 11 JANUARY 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


In the news today: 

START PLANNING NOW FOR RAE COURSES 
FIRST ARISS CONTACT FROM SPACE 

NASA MARS LANDERS 
AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES PULL PLUG ON BPL PILOT PROJECT 
Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
START PLANNING NOW FOR RAE COURSES 


Now is the time for all clubs to start planning and advertising courses for the 
Radio Amateurs’ Examination. The next examination will be held at centres 
around the country on Thursday 20th May 2004. An excellent place to ad- 
vertise your RAE course is on the SARL web site. As soon as you have de- 
cided on your course details please send the information to Richard, ZS2CLI, at 
zs2cli@qwest.co.za for publication. 


A workshop to discuss all aspects of RAE training was held last November and a 
report will be issued soon. This will contain useful information on many aspects, 
such as: Planning your RAE course; advertising; content of the course; assisting 
students with special needs; Etc. 


NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL 


Nominations for the SARL Council for the 2004-2005 year closed on 5th January. 
Details will be published on next week’s bulletin, and also on the SARL web site. 


Candidates who have not yet done so are requested to provide a photograph of 
yourself for the web site. Please email to zs2cli@qwest.co.za. 


FIRST ARISS CONTACT FROM SPACE 


While students sometimes consider geography a boring subject on Earth, In- 
ternational Space Station Expedition 8 commander Mike Foale, KB5UAC, told 
some Ohio youngsters January 2 that it’s anything but dull from his perspective 
in space. Foale spoke via Amateur Radio with a group of fourth through ninth 
graders at Gilmour Academy in Gates Mills. Arranged via the Amateur Ra- 
dio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program, the contact between 
Gilmour Academy club station ND8GA and NA1SS on the ISS marked the first 
school group QSO of the new year. “If I look at the Earth, I find the geography 
incredibly interesting,” Foale enthused, “looking at how the cities are laid out, 
seeing the roads and the houses, or often, if it’s desert—there’s an awful lot of 
desert on the earth—peeking at the different rocks.” Foale said he studied a lot 
of geology as an astronaut, but he’s especially fascinated with the people living 
below, and he always keeps a computer-based encyclopedia handy when he’s 
viewing Earth from space. 


In responding to the dozen questions put to him by the youngsters, Foale also 
spoke about a cancer-related research project aboard the ISS. “Cancer cells can 
be developed in space in a very different way from the way they are on Earth,” 
Foale said. “That allows researchers to develop new techniques for treating 
cancer cells on Earth. It’s a long project, and it will go on for many years.” 


Foale said he and crewmate Sasha Kaleri, U8MIR, eat well in space, but he also 
admitted that the ISS crew doesn’t always go along with the program when it 
comes to what they consume. “We don’t, of course, eat all the things they tell 
us to eat,” he said. “I just love chocolate, so I’ve eaten all the chocolate that’s 
aboard already.” The Expedition 8 crew is not scheduled to return to Earth 
until April. 


A sixth grader wanted to know if Foale thought youngsters would one day be 
able to travel to the ISS. “Yes, I think they will,” Foale replied. “I’m not sure 
how soon. I don’t think you will be a kid when that happens. I think you will 
be grown up by then and out of college. Maybe you'll be taking kids to the 
space station.” 


Foale concluded the contact by wishing all at the school a happy new year. 
Gilmour Academy Amateur Radio Club President Caroline Greco, KC8WNY, 
handled control operator duty at the ND8GA Earth station. Faculty club moder- 
ator and back-up control op was Ken Kane, KG8DN. “Even though our contact 
wasn’t perfect, it was about 75 percent solid, enough to provide some nice mem- 
ories for the kids and parents,” Kane said. “We were delighted with the results, 
and learned a lot from the effort.” 


In space, Foale used the Phase 1 NA1SS equipment—a 5 W Ericsson handheld 
with an external antenna-for the Gilmour Academy contact. Although it’s 


installed and has been checked out and used to make some casual QSOs, the 
higher-power ARISS Phase 2 ham gear has not yet been cleared for use during 
ARISS school group contacts. 


An audience of approximately 50 people turned out at the school for the event. 
In addition, the ARISS QSO got news media attention from at least one newspa- 
per and a local television station, which later interviewed some of the students. 


ARISS is a joint educational outreach program with participation from ARRL, 
AMSAT and NASA. 


NASA MARS LANDERS 


Many people will have been following the progress of the various Mars expedi- 
tions. The first of two NASA Mars Exploration Rovers, named Spirit, landed 
as planned in Gusev Crater earlier this month, exactly on target. This target 
was chosen as it is thought to have once contained water and may provide ev- 
idence of any past life on Mars. Communication with the lander is provided 
both directly, and via the orbiting satellites. 


The rovers can only transmit direct-to-Earth for at most three hours a day 
due to power and thermal limitations, even though Earth may be in view 
much longer. The data rate direct-to-Earth varies from about 12 000 bits 
per second to 3 500 bits per second. Already we have received stunning 
pictures of the landing site and more will become available as the expe- 
dition progresses. Two web sites which provide pictures and updates are: 
http://spaceflightnow.com and the Astronomy Picture of the Day site at 
http: //antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html. Regular updates of major 
events are also available on http://www.cnn.com. 


AUSTRIAN AUTHORITIES PULL PLUG ON BPL PILOT PROJECT 


The Austrian Amateur Transmitter Federation (OVSV-—Osterreichischer Ver- 
suchssenderverband) reports that a Broadband over Power Line (BPL) field test 
in the city of Linz has been cut short as a result of excessive radio interference. 
They said in December that the Government Ministry for Commerce, Innovation 
and Technology closed down Linz Power Company’s BPL pilot project because 
it was generating interference on the HF bands. The case that brought the issue 
to a head was a Red Cross report that emergency services radio traffic during 
a disaster response drill last May was the victim of massive BPL interference. 


During field tests measurements have indicated that radiation from the BPL 
system exceeded permissible field strength levels by a factor of 10 000. 


There were news reports of interference to emergency service communications 
and QRM complaints from several area hams. OVSV said that because of the 
racket, expensive installations, such as a 20-meter monobander on a high-rise 
building, became totally worthless. OVSV has also cited BPL’s potential to 
disrupt emergency communications and safety-of-life services as well as military 
operations on HF and navigation and aeronautical communication. 


The result of meetings with the power company is that the utility agreed to 
look into the possibility of a 100 meter protective zone around each amateur’s 
location, notch filters for amateur frequencies, network system filters and the use 
of 5 GHz wireless local area networks. (Condensed from the ARRL newsletter). 


It is good to learn that sensible, combined effort by radio amateurs can bear 
fruit on important issues. (Editor). 


DATES OF EVENTS TO PARTAKE IN 


18 January, that is next Sunday night - INTECNET on antennas. 24 January 
The East Rand Radio Club bootsale on at 10:00 at the Germiston Lake Boat 
Club followed by a meeting to kickstart a forum for East Rand Clubs that will 
coordinate club events and much more. 23 - 25 January - PEARS VHF/UHF 
contest. 14 February - Kids Day. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Martin, 
ZS6ABU, and George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio 
amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


Message Ends 
To edit or remove your entry from this mailing list go to www.sarl.org.za/members/admin/maildat.asp 


